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Fabulous Fall Birdwatching in Wisconsin
Onalaska and Rusk County are two of Wisconsin’s best birding hotspots
MADISON, Wis. (September XX, 2014) – For avid birdwatchers, fall is the perfect time to pack up the binoculars and hiking boots, hop in the car and head out on an adventure. Fortunately, Wisconsin happens to be home to one of the finest places to bird in the Midwest: Rusk County.
In northwestern Wisconsin, Rusk County’s wilderness areas, trails and wild rivers promise endless birdwatching opportunities. Pileated woodpeckers, bald eagles, osprey, common loons, hooded mergansers, wood ducks, kingfishers, warblers and hummingbirds are just a few of the species you’ll have a chance to see in the woodlands and wetlands of Rusk County. 
The Blue Hills, in northwestern Rusk County, are one of the state’s best kept secrets for birdwatching. Twenty-three miles of trails gives birders ample opportunity to sneak a peek at the many waterfowl and migratory birds that call the hills home. Be prepared to see red-shouldered Hawks, whip-poor-wills, golden-winged warblers and Louisiana waterthrush along these quiet trails.
Just south of Ladysmith in Rusk County is the Flambeau Mine Trail. Once the site of a copper and gold mine, the area has since been reclaimed and is now home to four miles of easy trails. Birders will encounter plenty of meadowlarks, warblers, blue herons and marsh wrens as they stroll through grassland, woodland and wetland areas.
The Rusk County Visitor Center in Ladysmith makes accommodates bird watchers by providing binoculars and birding identification and guide books for check-out, free of charge.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For more info on Rusk County visit our website ww.ruskcountywi.com, or follow us on Facebook – Explore Rusk County.
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